Invertebrate Garden Pests

There are many invertebrates that attack vegetable, herb, and butterfly gardens.

Many are insects or their larvae. Not all are. Most will occur in the vegetable garden.

Here is a guide to common garden pests in Florida. | have edited it somewhat to pertain

to the gardens at Old Caples. | have not included orchard pests because we do not have

an orchard. | have not included a few pests that only attack corn or are only around when
corn is planted because we will not be growing corn. It requires too much space and is
very labor intensive.

Here are some general tips for insect control:

e Check the gardens for pests daily, especially the vegetable and herb gardens.

e In the butterfly garden, ignore chewing damage on larval plants and leave the
caterpillars alone. You cannot have butterflies without caterpillars.

e Take any caterpillars you find in the vegetable garden and put them in the butterfly
garden.

e Small numbers of pests are nothing to panic about. Just get rid of them before they
reproduce.

e Rotate the crops in the vegetable garden every time you plant. This keeps pests from
building up in the soil.

e Fire ants and aphids are big problems in our gardens. Take preventative measures
against aphids and destroy fire ant mounds while they are small.

e Lastly, remember that many pests attack weak, unhealthy plants, so you taking good
care of the gardens will help prevent many pests.

Here is a list of definitions and recipes:

1. Collars — Make with paper, wax paper cups, etc. For cutworms and other stem
chewers, use a tin can with no top or bottom or aluminum foil. Make the collar the
recommended height and place around the transplants’ stems. When the collar gets
too small, remove it.

2. D.E. - Diatomaceous Earth. Made of crushed diatom shells. Sold in garden stores.

Debris — pulled weeds, fallen fruit, fallen leaves, clippings, etc.

4. Dusts
e Lime and flour dust — mix equal parts of lime and flour.

e Sabadilla — made from the sabadilla plant

5. Mats — Make from paper, foam rubber, etc. Flat disks with a 5-10in. diameter. Cut
a small hole in the center for the stem and a slit down one radius so you can get the
mat around the plant. Press the mat firmly against the ground.

6. Solerization- Make sure soil is well tilled and moist. Place a thin, clear plastic sheet
over the beds. Weigh down sides (you can bury them with dirt). Let sit 4 — 6 weeks.
The best time to do this is over the summer.

7. Skeletonize — When a pest eats all but one or a few layers of leaf tissue. The
remaining layers are clear or white colored.

8. Sprays
e Bug juice — Collect ¥ cup of the problem insect. Crush well. Add two cups

lukewarm water. Strain through cheesecloth. Dilute ¥ cup of this mixture with
two cups water. Freeze the rest for later. It will last about a year in the freezer.
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Extract of basil spray — Dilute a few tablespoons of extract of basil in 1 pint of
water.

Garlic spray — Mix % cup ground garlic cloves with | pint of water. Strain the
particles out to make a clear solution.

Hot pepper spray — Mix % cup ground or chopped hot peppers with 1 pint of
water. Strain the particles out to make a clear solution. Hot pepper powder can
also be used.

Lime water spray — Mix equal parts of lime and water.

Oil spray — Mix 1 tablespoon vegetable cooking oil with one gallon of water.

Oil and water spray — See oil spray.

Soap and water spray — Put a few tablespoons of a non-degreasing liquid
dishwashing soap in a gallon of water.

Tomato leaf spray — Tightly pack 1 quart of tomato leaves in a bucket. Pour 1
gallon boiling water over them. Let this sit for one hour. Strain through a cloth.
Squeeze the leaves as you strain them. Dilute with a gallon of water. Refrigerate
till needed.

Turnip/corn oil spray — Mix equal parts of turnip and corn oil.

Water, alcohol, and volek oil spray — Mix 1 quart water, | cup alcohol, and % cup
volek oil. Do two applications one week apart.

9. Traps

Glue trap — Dissolve % pound (4 ounces) of glue in | gallon of water. Let sit
overnight. Paint stems of infested plants.

Molasses trap — Mix equal parts of bran and hardwood sawdust. Add enough
molasses to make mixture sticky. Add enough water to make mixture moist. Put
a few spoonfuls around each infested plant.

Potato trap — Cut a potato in half. Scoop out most of the inside. Make a hole in
the front of the potato. Half bury the potato (bury the hole) in the ground near
infested plants. Dig up after a few days.

Sticky traps — Smear a sticky substance on white or yellow boards. Place these
boards near infested plants.

10. Very warm water bath — Spray infested plants with warm water. Make sure the water

is not so hot it will burn the plants!
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Table 2: Butterfly Garden Pests
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